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On 11 October 1708, a foreigner dressed as a samurai landed on Yakushima.
He was an Italian priest, Father Giovanni Battista Sidotti. He had taken shelter
in a villager's house, but was captured by the Satsuma clan and sent to Edo
through Nagasaki. He was interrogated by Arai Hakuseki, a close aide of
Shogun lenobu and Nagasaki's chief interpreter Imamura Genemon Eisei.

But 6 years after his landing, he baptised an elderly couple who took care of
him, and was thrown into the dungeons of the Christian mansion, where he
died as a martyr. Three hundred years later, in 2014, DNA analysis of human
remains found at the site of the mansion in Bunkyo-ku were proven to be
those of Father Sidotti.
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